




23 The Association for the Social Scientific Study of Jewry Vol. 6 Num. 1

Steven Cohen presenting 
the 2013 Sklare Award to Morton Weinfeld

ASSJ Berman Award

T he Mandell L. Berman Service Award is given periodically to a civic or business leader or
an academic for a career of distinguished commitment to the social scientific study of Jews

either through service or financial support of such research. Named for a great philanthropist
and supporter of the Association for the Social Scientific Study of Jewry and various other
research entities, the Berman Service Award recognizes the work of leaders in many sectors of
the Jewish community whose efforts have advanced the social science of Jewry.

Berman Award Winners
2010 Mandell “Bill” Berman Lifetime Achievement Award

2011 Irene and Eddie Kaplan (Washington, DC)
2012 Arnold Dashefsky (University of Connecticut, Storrs, Sociology)

 2013 Rela Mintz Geffen, Gratz College �
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The ASSJ

T he Association for the Social Scientific
Study of Jewry is a cross-disciplinary

organization whose research concerns the
Jewish people throughout the world.

The ASSJ encourages and facilitates
contact among researchers, supports the
dissemination of research, and assists in the
cultivation of younger scholars.

The organization's journal, Contemporary
Jewry, is issued three times per year. All
social science disciplines are represented,
including anthropology, demography,
economics, geography, history, Jewish
education, political science, social psychology,
social work, and sociology.

Our members are primarily academics, but
also policy analysts, communal professionals
and activists, and are engaged in a wide range
of scholarly activity, applied research, and the
links between them. www.assj.org �

ASSJ Executive Board
President
Steven M. Cohen, HUC-JIR

Vice-president
Sergio DellaPergola, The Hebrew University
of Jerusalem

Treasurer
Bruce Phillips, HUC-JIR, University of
Southern California

Secretary
Matthew Boxer, Brandeis University

Board members
Barry Chiswick, George Washington
University
Shawn Landres, Jumpstart
Riv-Ellen Prell, University of Minnesota
Leonard Saxe, Brandeis University
Randal Schnoor, York University

Contemporary Jewry editor
Samuel Heilman, Queens College and
Graduate Center, City University of New
York

Newsletter editor
Ira Sheskin, University of Miami

Immediate Past President
Harriet Hartman, Rowan University

Israeli representative
Lilach Lev-Ari, Oranim Academic College

European representative
Jonathan Boyd, Institute for Jewish Policy
Research

Latin American representative
Judit Liwerant, National Autonomous
University of Mexico

Australia-New Zealand
representative
David Graham, University of Sydney,
Australia

Student representative
Moshe Kornfeld, University of Michigan �

http://Www.assj.org
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ASSJ Book Series

T he first book of the series will appear within the year, and several others are currently in
preparation. The first four books will be published by the University of Nebraska; all others

by Springer. Send all proposals to Harriet Hartman, Series editor (hartman@rowan.edu).

The editorial board includes:

Regine Azria, L'Ecole des Haute Etudes en Science Sociales, France
Steven M. Cohen, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion

Calvin Goldscheider, Brown University, USA
Judith Bokser Liwerant, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Mexico

Samuel Heilman, Queens College NY, USA
Debra Kaufman, Northeastern University, USA

Bruce Phillips, Hebrew Union College, USA
Uzi Rebhun, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel

Leonard Saxe, Brandeis University, USA
Ira Sheskin, University of Miami, USA

Diane Wolf, University of California at Davis �

Contemporary Jewry

C ontemporary Jewry, the journal of the ASSJ since 1975, serves as the single source for the
social scientific consideration of world Jewry, its institutions, trends, character, and concerns.

In its pages can be found work by leading scholars and important new researchers from around the
world. While much relevant scholarship about Jewry is published in general social science journals,
as well as more narrowly focused periodicals, no other single scholarly journal focuses primarily on
the social scientific study of Jewry. The distinguished editorial board reflects the multi-disciplinary
nature of the journal. www.springer.com/humanities/religious+studies/journal/12397

Table of Contents for Contemporary Jewry, Volume 34, Issue 1 (April 2014).

! Editor's Introduction, Samuel Heilman
! Reflections on the Science of the Social Scientific Study of Jewry: Marshall Sklare Award
Lecture by Leonard Saxe
! Empiricism vs. Polemics: Response to the Sklare Lecture by Matthew Boxer
! A (Multi)Disciplined Approach: Response to the Sklare Lecture by Daniel Parmer
! “Good For The Jews:” Response to the Sklare Lecture by Michelle Shain
! The Impact of Communal Intervention Programs on Jewish Identity: An Analysis of Jewish
Students in Britain by David J. Graham

mailto:hartman@rowan.edu
http://www.springer.com/humanities/religious+studies/journal/12397
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Editor-in-Chief: Samuel Heilman,
Queens College and Graduate Center, City University of New York

Managing Editor: Deborah Grant, Brandeis University

Editorial Board:
Richard Alba, CUNY Graduate Center
David Assaf, Tel Aviv University
Joelle Bahloul, Indiana University
Sara Bunin Benor, Hebrew Union College, LA
Yoram Bilu, Hebrew University
Paul Burstein, University of Washington
Barry R. Chiswick, George Washington

University
Carmel Chiswick, George Washington

University
Steven M. Cohen, Hebrew Union College, NY
Arnold Dashefsky, University of Connecticut,

Storrs
Sergio DellaPergola, Hebrew University
Adam Ferziger, Bar-Ilan University
Menachem Friedman, Bar-Ilan University
Rela Mintz Geffen, Gratz College
Zvi Gitelman, University of Michigan
Allen Avi Glicksman, Philadelphia

Corporation for Aging
Calvin Goldscheider, Brown University
Deborah Grant, Brandeis University

Harriet Hartman, Rowan University
William Helmreich, CUNY City College
Charles Kadushin, Brandeis University
Debra Kaufman, Northeastern University
Shaul Kelner, Vanderbilt University
Ariela Keysar, Trinity College
Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, NYU
Barry Kosmin, Trinity College
Deborah Dash Moore, University of

Michigan
Bruce Phillips, Hebrew Union College, LA
Uzi Rebhun, Hebrew University
Jonathan Sarna, Brandeis University
Theodore Sasson, Middlebury College
Leonard Saxe, Brandeis University
William Shaffir, McMaster University
Jeffrey Shandler, Rutgers University
Ira Sheskin, University of Miami
Chaim I. Waxman, Professor Emeritus

from Rutgers University
Robert Wuthnow, Princeton University
Yaacov Yadgar, Bar-Ilan University �
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The Jewish Journal of Sociology

T he Jewish Journal of Sociology was sponsored by the Cultural Department of the World
Jewish Congress from its inception in 1959 until the end of 1980. Thereafter, from the first

issue of 1981 (volume 23, no. 1), the Journal has been sponsored by Maurice Freedman
Research Trust Limited. It has as its main purpose the encouragement of research in the
sociology of the Jews. The objects of the Journal remain as stated in the Editorial of the first
issue in 1959: ‘This Journal has been brought into being in order to provide an international
vehicle for serious writing on Jewish social affairs. Academically we address ourselves not only
to sociologists, but to social scientists in general, to historians, to philosophers, and to students
of comparative religion.

The founding Editor of the Jewish Journal of Sociology was Morris Ginsberg, and the founding
Managing Editor was Maurice Freedman. Morris Ginsberg, who had been Professor of
Sociology at the London School of Economics, died in 1970. Maurice Freedman, who had
been Professor of Social Anthropology at The London School of Economics and later at the
University of Oxford, succeeded to the title of Editor in 1971, when Dr Judith Freedman (who
had been Assistant Editor since 1963) became Managing Editor. Maurice Freedman died in
1975; from then until her death in December 2009 the Journal was edited by Dr Judith
Freedman.

Vol 55, No 1 (2013) Table of Contents

! Editorial Introduction by Keith Kahn-Harris
! DIY Judaism: How Contemporary Jewish Young Adults Express their Jewish Identity PDF
Restricted Access by Michelle Shain, Shira Fishman, Graham Wright, Shahar Hecht, and
Leonard Saxe.
! The Dance with Tradition: Two Generations of the Independent Minyan in America by Shirah
Weinberg Hecht.
! Education for Jewish Peoplehood in Australia by David Mittelberg.
! In the Islands of the Sea: Geography in the Religious History of the Jews of Britain by
Benjamin James Elton.
! Jews in the British Isles in 1851: Occupations by Petra Laidlaw.
! Internalized Homophobia and Distress among Participants in Support Groups for
Homosexuals: Secular versus Ultra-Orthodox Participants by Liat Kulik.
! The Elections to the 19th Knesset, 2013: Some Thoughts by Stanley Waterman.

www.jewishjournalofsociology.org/index.php/jjs/index �

http://www.jewishjournalofsociology.org/index.php/jjs/index
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The Berman Jewish Data Bank

I n recent months, the Berman Jewish DataBank @ The Jewish Federations of North America has
added numerous items to its collection as part of its continuing effort to serve and inform a wide

range of stakeholders, including Jewish Federations and other communal organizations,
researchers, educators and students, foundations and philanthropists, social change agents, the
media and interested individuals.

The DataBank’s new holdings include:

Ø The Pew Research Center’s full report on its 2013 Survey of U.S. Jews, A Portrait of
Jewish Americans

Ø Jewish Maps of the United States by Congressional District, produced by Joshua
Comenetz, containing estimates of the Jewish population and the percent of the total
population that is Jewish in each of the 435 Congressional districts and Washington, D.C.

Ø The Jewish Identity Learning Module, a self-directed, interactive learning activity that
utilizes data and other resources from the DataBank, designed by Professor Harriet
Hartman

Ø New materials from the Jewish Community Study of New York, including reports on
poverty, geography and “partly Jewish” Jews, Jewish Households with LGBT Individuals
and nonwhite, Hispanic and multiracial Jewish households.

Ø A 2013 survey of American rabbis commissioned by the Jewish Council for Public Affairs

Ø The 2013 Survey of American Attitudes Toward Jews in America from the Anti-Defamation
League.

Ø Jewish Population in the United States, 2013, written by Ira Sheskin and Arnold Dashefsky,
providing estimates of the U.S. Jewish population at local, metropolitan, state and regional
levels.

Ø World Jewish Population, 2013, authored by Sergio DellaPergola, presenting Jewish
population estimates for more than 90 countries around the world.

Ø Materials from the 2013 Jewish Community Study of Columbus, Ohio, conducted by Jewish
Policy and Action Research and commissioned by the Jewish Federation of Columbus, the
Columbus Jewish Foundation, and the Wexner Foundation

Ø A report on the effects of the Great Recession in the Baltimore, Chicago and Cleveland
Jewish communities, written by DataBank Director Laurence Kotler-Berkowitz

http://www.jewishdatabank.org
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/details.cfm?StudyID=715
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/details.cfm?StudyID=715
http://jewishdatabank.org/Studies/details.cfm?StudyID=719
file:///|//https///www.linkedin.com/profile/view?id=36044330&authType=NAME_SEARCH&authToken=2F0e&locale=en_US
&srchid=238467921404454361265&srchindex=1&srchtotal=1&trk=vsrp_people_res_name&trkInfo=VSRPsearchId%3A238467921404454361265%2CVSRPtargetId%3A36044330%2CVSRPcmp
file:///|//https///www.linkedin.com/profile/view?id=36044330&authType=NAME_SEARCH&authToken=2F0e&locale=en_US
&srchid=238467921404454361265&srchindex=1&srchtotal=1&trk=vsrp_people_res_name&trkInfo=VSRPsearchId%3A238467921404454361265%2CVSRPtargetId%3A36044330%2CVSRPcmp
http://jewishdatabank.org/Studies/details.cfm?StudyID=723
http://users.rowan.edu/~hartman/
http://users.rowan.edu/~hartman/
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/downloadFile.cfm?FileID=3037
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/downloadFile.cfm?FileID=3049
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/downloadFile.cfm?FileID=3068
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/downloadFile.cfm?FileID=3150
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/downloadFile.cfm?FileID=3149
http://jewishdatabank.org/Studies/details.cfm?StudyID=720
http://engage.jewishpublicaffairs.org/p/salsa/web/common/public/content?content_item_KEY=2205
http://jewishdatabank.org/Studies/details.cfm?StudyID=717
http://www.adl.org
http://www.adl.org
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/details.cfm?StudyID=736
http://www.miami.edu/index.php/miller_center/staff/dr_ira_sheskin/
http://sociology.uconn.edu/faculty/dashefsky.html
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/details.cfm?StudyID=737
http://icj.huji.ac.il/SergioDellaPergola.asp
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/details.cfm?StudyID=735
http://columbusjewishfederation.org/
http://columbusjewishfoundation.org/
http://www.wexnerfoundation.org/
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/details.cfm?StudyID=742
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/details.cfm?StudyID=564
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/details.cfm?StudyID=576
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/details.cfm?StudyID=581
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/About/staff.cfm
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Ø The first 12 reports in a multi-stage report series on the Canadian Jewish community,
based on the 2011 Canadian National Household Survey, written by Charles Shahar and
commissioned by the Jewish Federations of Canada –UIA in conjunction with individual
Canadian Jewish Federations.

Ø Materials from Seeds of Opportunity: A National Study of Immersive Jewish Outdoor, Food
and Environmental Education (JOFEE), sponsored by the Jim Joseph Foundation, Liechtag
Foundation, The Morningstar Foundation, Rose Community Foundation, Charles and Lynn
Schusterman Family Foundation, and UJA-Federation of New York, in collaboration with
Hazon.
Ø

In addition to adding materials to its collection, the DataBank continues to organize and sponsor
sessions at academic conference under the direction of DataBank Director Emeritus Arnold
Dashefsky:

Ø In February, the DataBank co-sponsored a session with the Association for the Social
Scientific Study of Jewry (Harriet Hartman, co-organizer) at the Eastern Sociological
Society meetings in Baltimore. Entitled “Jewish Identity, American Jews and Israel,” the
session was chaired by Carmel Chiswick and included presentations by Stuart Schoenfeld,
Uzi Rebhun, Nadia Beider, Chaim I. Waxman, Robert Cherry, and Jonathan Zisook and a
response from Harold Himmelfarb.

Ø The DataBank will co-sponsor with the ASSJ a session at the August meetings of the
Association for the Sociology of Religion in San Francisco. The session, “Portrait of Jewish
Americans: Religious or Ethnic Factor?,” will include an opening presentation from Alan
Cooperman and responses from Nancy Ammerman, Paul Burstein, Claude S. Fischer and
Bruce Phillips. 

DataBank users can contact the DataBank at info@jewishdatabank.org and can sign up for the
DataBank's email list on the bottom of every page of the DataBank website.

The Berman Jewish DataBank @ The Jewish Federations of North America is the central online
address for quantitative studies of North American Jewry and information about world Jewish
populations. We proudly partner with the Berman Jewish Policy Archive and the Center for
Judaic Studies and Contemporary Jewish Life at the University of Connecticut in offering open
access to more than 375 national, local and topical studies, reports, and resources. T he
DataBank is funded through a generous endowment from the Berman Foundation. �

From 

Laurence Kotler-Berkowitz
Director

http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/canada.cfm
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/index-eng.cfm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Shahar
http://www.jewishcanada.org/
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/details.cfm?StudyID=754
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/details.cfm?StudyID=754
http://jimjosephfoundation.org/
http://www.leichtag.org/
http://www.leichtag.org/
http://www.themorningstarfoundation.org/Home.html
http://www.rcfdenver.org/
http://www.schusterman.org/
http://www.schusterman.org/
http://www.ujafedny.org/
http://hazon.org/
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/About/staff.cfm
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/About/staff.cfm
http://assj.org/
http://assj.org/
http://users.rowan.edu/~hartman/
http://www.essnet.org/?page_id=60
http://www.essnet.org/?page_id=60
http://www.essnet.org/newsite/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/FinalProgram2014.pdf
http://tigger.uic.edu/~cchis/
http://gl.yorku.ca/GlProfProfiles.nsf/Unique/GGAT-7NJQ9V?OpenDocument&subnavigation=faculty
https://www.huji.ac.il/dataj/controller/ihoker/MOP-STAFF_LINK?sno=5390257&Save_t=
http://jcpa.org/researcher/chaim-i-waxman/
http://www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/web/academics/faculty/faculty_profile.jsp?faculty=94
http://www.sociologyofreligion.com/annual-meeting/
http://www.sociologyofreligion.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/2014-Annual-Meeting-Program-Prelim-06-25-2014.pdf
http://www.sociologyofreligion.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/2014-Annual-Meeting-Program-Prelim-06-25-2014.pdf
http://www.pewresearch.org/staff/alan-cooperman/
http://www.pewresearch.org/staff/alan-cooperman/
http://www.bu.edu/sociology/fa
culty-staff/faculty/nancy-t-ammerman/
https://www.soc.washington.edu/faculty-details/burstein
http://sociology.berkeley.edu/faculty/claude-s-fischer
http://huc.edu/directory/bruce-phillips
mailto:info@jewishdatabank.org
http://www.jewishdatabank.org
http://www.bjpa.org/
http://judaicstudies.uconn.edu/
http://judaicstudies.uconn.edu/
http://www.jewishdatabank.org/About/berman-foundation.cfm
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T he Berman Jewish Policy Archive @ NYU Wagner (www.bjpa.org) offers a vast digital collection of
policy-relevant research and analysis on Jewish life to the public, free of charge, with holdings of over

20,000 publications spanning from the year 1900 until today. BJPA's powerful search functionality allows
students, researchers, educators, professionals, and others to access the most relevant content with ease.
Prominent within the archive is the entire collection of two journals: The Journal of Jewish Communal Service
and Sh'ma: a Journal of Jewish Ideas. Many documents from the American Jewish Committee (AJC) are also
archived, including materials from the American Jewish Year Book. BJPA hosts large collections of material
by Daniel Elazar z"l, Leonard Fein, and Charles Liebman z"l.

BJPA also hosts the Jewish Survey Question Bank (JSQB) at www.jewishquestions.bjpa.org, a database
of survey questions used in Jewish social research, program evaluations, community studies, and other
Jewish communal surveys. Open access to the questions used in this research will increase both quality and
comparability of future studies, allowing and encouraging researchers to make use of each other's work.

BJPA produces monthly Reader's Guides on topics such as Immersive & Experiential Education; Shoah
Survivors; Conversion; Before Pew: Debating the Future of US Jews in Earlier Times; and more. Sign up for
our mailing list at www.bjpa.org, and register for a free user account. Registration is not required to use the
archive, but registered users can create a "Bookshelf" of BJPA materials to be saved and shared, or to
gather bibliographical information easily, as well as save customized user preferences and upload
documents for submission to the archive. We further invite you to submit materials for inclusion on BJPA to
www.bjpa.wagner@nyu.edu. Follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/bjparchive and on Facebook
at facebook.com/bjparchive. �

Please Submit Your Materials to BJPA

T he Berman Jewish Policy Archive at NYU Wagner (BJPA) is the central electronic address for
Jewish communal policy. Let colleagues find your work on www.bjpa.org by sending us your

materials. We want to archive any publications that meet both of two criteria: (1) They are relevant
to Jewish communal policy, and (2) We can have permission from the publisher to allow our readers
to view the materials. (Thus: most books and academic journal articles are out due to strict
copyright; relevant work published by nonprofit organizations, online publications without paywalls,
or released by author only, etc., is more often fine. If in doubt, ask us.)

To check which of your materials we already have, go to bjpa.org/Publications/author.cfm and click
your name. Send us your work at bjpa.wagner@nyu.edu.

From Steven M. Cohen, Director.

http://www.bjpa.org
http://www.jewishquestions.bjpa.org
http://www.bjpa.org
mailto:www.bjpa.wagner@nyu.edu
http://twitter.com/bjparchive
http://facebook.com/bjparchive
http://www.bjpa.org
mailto:bjpa.wagner@nyu.edu
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Most Viewed Publications at the Berman Jewish Policy Archive

1. World Jewish Population, 2010, by Sergio DellaPergola
2. Rupture and Reconstruction: The Transformation of Contemporary Orthodoxy by Haym
Soloveitchik
3. Beyond Distancing: Young Adult American Jews and Their Alienation from Israel by
Steven M. Cohen, Ari Y. Kelman
4. Case Work Objectives, Methods, and Scope by Fanny Houtz
5. The Torah View of Mental Illness: Sin or Sickness? by Marvin Wikler
6. Hameyvin Yavin: Language and Super Jews by Sarah Bunin Benor
7. A Portrait of Jewish Americans: Findings from a Pew Research Center Survey of U.S. Jews, by
the Pew Research Center
8. World Jewish Population, 2012, Sergio DellaPergola
9. From Pearl Harbor to Partition, Leonard Fein
10. Matrilineal Ascent/Patrilineal Descent: The Gender Imbalance in American Jewish Life by Sylvia
Barack Fishman, Daniel Parmer
11. You Can't Wrap Herring in an iPad: Digitization of Sacred Jewish Books, the Stripping of
Embodied Ritual, and Implications for Jewish Education by Owen Gottlieb
12. The Haredim In Israel: Who Are They and What Do They Want? by Samuel C. Heilman,
Menachem Friedman
13. Why Orthodox Jews Walk in the Street on Saturdays by Avi Rockoff
14. Jewish Community Study of New York: 2011 - Comprehensive Report by
Steven M. Cohen, Jacob B. Ukeles, Ron Miller
15. Beliefs, Observances And Social Interaction Among Israeli Jews by Shlomit Levy, Elihu Katz,
Hanna Levinsohn
16. Gay, Iranian-Jewish, and American: Negotiating Traditional Identities in an Open Society by
Samira Setareh
17. The A. B.Yehoshua Controversy: An Israeli-Diaspora Dialogue on Jewishness, Israeliness, and
Identity by Steven Bayme, Leonard J. Fein, Samuel G. Freedman, Eric Yoffie
18. Homans' Theory Of The Human Group: Applications To Problems of Administration, Policy, and
Staff Training In Group Service Agencies by Melvin B. Mogulof, David G. French, Leonard M.
Bloksberg, Walter F. Stern
19. Effective Strategies for Educating and Engaging Jewish Teens: What Jewish Communities Can
Learn from Programs That Work by BTW Consultants, Inc., Jim Joseph Foundation, Rosov
Consulting
20. Do American Jews Speak a "Jewish Language"? A Model of Jewish Linguistic Distinctiveness
by Sarah Bunin Benor
21. Israel's Legal Case: A Guidebook by Avinoam Sharon, Dore Gold, Alan Baker, Jeffrey
Helmreich, Robbie Sabel, Laurence E. Rothenberg, Abraham Bell, Yehuda Z. Blum, Ruth
Lapidoth

Overall Most Viewed, 2009 through 2013

World Jewish Population, 2010 by Sergio DellaPergola
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Members in the News

Robert Cherry
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/jodi-rudoren-mouthpiece-for-palestinian-nationalists/

Steven M. Cohen, Theodore Sasson, Leonard Saxe, and Sarah Bunin Benor
http://forward.com/articles/198206/does-intermarriage-drive-young-jews-away-from-isra/?p=1

www.thejewishweek.com/editorial-opinion/opinion/good-Jews

Samuel Heilman
https://twitter.com/haaretzcom/status/478933840908394496

Barry A. Kosmin
NPR Interview
Topic: The Decline of Christianity and Rise of Secularism Wisconsin Public Radio. Thursday
May 29th from 2-3pmCDT/3-4pmEDT K.P. Whaley | Producer/Director |
The Kathleen Dunn Show

Keren McGinity
"What Kind of Jewish Name Is O'Donnell?" Forward, 14 May 2014
"Should I Let My Bisexuality Get In the Way of Conversion?" Forward, 7 May 2014
"Jewish Woman Is New Face of Intermarriage" Forward, 13 February 2014
"If We Can Intermarry -- Why Not Inter-Bury?" Forward, 11 June 2014

Theodore Sasson
www.thejewishweek.com/editorial-opinion/opinion/why-pressure-chief-rabbinate-will-only-increase-0

http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/jodi-rudoren-mouthpiece-for-palestinian-nationalists/
http://www.thejewishweek.com/editorial-opinion/opinion/good-Jews
https://twitter.com/haaretzcom/status/478933840908394496
http://wpr.org/programs/kathleen-dunn-show
http://wpr.org/programs/kathleen-dunn-show
http://forward.com/articles/198142/what-kind-of-jewish-name-is-odonnell/
http://forward.com/articles/197716/should-i-let-my-bisexuality-get-in-the-way-of-conv/
http://forward.com/articles/192698/jewish-woman-is-new-face-of-intermarriage-pew-stud/?p=all
http://forward.com/articles/199836/if-we-can-intermarry-why-not-inter-bury/
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Session at
the 2014 Association for the Sociology of Religion (ASR)

A t a session is co-sponsored by the Association for the Social Scientific Study of Jewry and
the Berman Jewish DataBank entitled Portrait of Jewish Americans: The Religious or

Ethnic Factor?

August 13-15, 2014
Marriott Hotel, San Francisco, CA
Session Time: Thursday, August 14, 2014, 10:00 - 11:30 am

Convener and Chair: Arnold Dashefsky, University of Connecticut

Keynote Presentation: “Overview of the Pew Survey on Jewish Americans, Alan Cooperman,
Pew Research Center”

Panel of Respondents:
Nancy Ammerman, Professor of Sociology of Religion, Boston University
Paul Burstein, Professor of Sociology, University of Washington
Claude S. Fischer, Professor of Sociology, University of California, Berkeley
Bruce A. Philips, Professor of Sociology and Jewish Communal Studies, Hebrew Union
College – Jewish Institute of Religion, Los Angeles �

Session at
the 2014 American Sociological Association (ASA)

August 16-19, 2014
Hilton Union Square, 333 O'Farrell St, San Francisco, CA 94102
Session Time: Saturday, August 16, 2014, 6:30-8:15 pm

Informal Meeting: Sociology and Anti-Semitism
Organizer / Convener: Arnold Dashefsky, Professor Emeritus of Sociology and Judaic Studies
and Director Emeritus, Berman Jewish Databank, University of Connecticut 

Topic: "Contemporary Forms of Anti-Semitism"
Lead Discussant: Charles Asher Small, Koret Distinguished Scholar at Stanford University and
Founding Director of the Institute for the Study of Global Antisemitism and Policy. �



Conver ts,  Returnees,  and Adherents: 
New Ways of  Joining the Jewish People
In recent decades we have witnessed a new global phenomenon: Tens of thousands of individuals 
have chosen to become part of the Jewish people, most of them not through religious conversion 
of any kind. Some children of intermarried families in the United States are adopting the Jewish 
way of life of their families; in Eastern Europe, individuals of Jewish descent are returning to the 
roots they have hidden since World War II; in Asia there are groups that see themselves as the 
descendants of the Ten Lost Tribes and are seeking a path to Judaism; in Latin America, Spain, 
and Portugal, thousands now openly express the formerly hidden traditions of families that were 
forced to convert to Catholicism (anusim); in Israel, immigrants who are not halakhic Jews are 
becoming part of Jewish society and gradually becoming Israeli Jews. This phenomenon marks a 
fascinating change in the history of the Jewish people. For thousands of years people who were 
not Jews had no interest in becoming part of the Jewish people, whereas since the end of the 
twentieth century the trend toward joining has increased.
The aim of this research workshop is to examine the phenomenon in both global and local terms. 
Among the issues to be explored are the following:

Are there cultural and genetic-historical connections, as well as connections of •	
identity, between the phenomena or is this simply a group of unconnected local 
events, each standing on its own? 
Does the motivation of these “joiners” depend on the changing image of Jews in the •	
world, or does it derive from extra-Jewish global factors? 
How are the Jewish institutions—abroad and in the State of Israel—responding to •	
these phenomena? How are non-Jewish governmental bodies relating to them?
What role does traditional conversion have in the process and is it correct to say that •	
the waves of joiners have created new points of entry to the Jewish people?
In light of this phenomenon, is it still possible to speak of one Jewish people, or are we •	
witnessing the creation of different Jewish peoples, each with its own definition?

Researchers from all knowledge areas are invited to submit a proposal for a 
presentation at the workshop. The proposal should be no more than two pages 
long and should be accompanied by a curriculum vitae, both in WORD files.
Proposals must be submitted by Friday, 6 June 2014, to Dafna Schreiber at: 
dafnas@vanleer.org.il  

Academic Committee: Prof. Sylvia Barack Fishman, Prof. Steven Cohen, Dr. Susanne Cohen-
Weisz, Prof. Sergio DellaPergola, Dr. Netanel Fisher, Prof. Abraham Gross, Prof. Tudor Parfitt, 
Rabbi Prof. Naftali Rothenberg, Dafna Schreiber
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Call for Papers – Australian Association for Jewish Studies 

The 27th AAJS Conference, 15‐16 February 2015 

The University of New South Wales and the Shalom Institute, Kensington, Sydney, New South 

Wales, Australia 

 

Neighbours: Relations between Jews and non‐Jews throughout History 

  Since antiquity the Jews have lived side by side with other peoples. With the geographic 

dispersion of the Jews after the destruction of the Second Temple and their gradual settlement in 

Europe, Asia, Africa and later in the ‘New World’, the interactions between the Jews and other 

communities invariably increased. The purpose of the conference is to convene scholars who are 

involved in academic research of Jewish/non‐Jewish (however defined) relations throughout the 

centuries. We intend to offer a multifaceted perspective on the lives of the Jews and their rich 

interactions with their neighbours all over the world.   

  We welcome papers that address the issue of Jewish coexistence with other peoples from 

diverse perspectives, including: 

‐ Interactions between the Jews and non‐Jews throughout centuries 

‐ Ancient Israel and its neighbours 

‐ Cultural and spiritual interactions between the Jews and other communities 

‐ Influence of other communities on Jewish languages 

‐ Impact of Jews and Judaism on other communities 

‐ Impact of other communities on Jews and Judaism 

‐ Jewish communities and their neighbours in the modern era  

‐ Modern Israel and its neighbours 

‐ Representation of Jews and their neighbours in film and literature 

‐ Proposals for special sessions (roundtables, film screenings or discussions of new book 

releases) will also be considered. 

  Papers on other topics will be considered but preference will be given to those bearing 

directly on the conference theme. 

Please submit your paper proposal (abstracts of no more than 250 words and a short bio) by 1 

September 2014 to Dr Jan Láníček, via email J.Lanicek@unsw.edu.au. The subject of the message 

should be ‘AAJS UNSW 2015 Proposal’ (All applicants will be informed about the decision by 31 

October 2014). Visit www.aajs.org.au for details. 




